Competition Policy and Procedures

A -- TOURNAMENTS 

A.1 DRAWS 
(a) If possible, all draws shall be made at least two (2) days before the tournament commences. The seeding method of drawing shall be approved by the USAR. 

(b) At USAR National events, the draw and seeding committee shall be chaired by the USAR's Executive Director, National Tournament Director, and the host tournament director. No other persons shall participate in the draw or seeding unless at the invitation of the draw and seeding committee. 

(c) In local and regional tournaments, the draw shall be the responsibility of the tournament director. 

A.2 CONSOLATION MATCHES 
(a) Each entrant shall be entitled to participate in a minimum of two matches. Therefore, losers of their first match shall have the opportunity to compete in a consolation bracket of their own division. In draws of less than seven players, a round robin may be offered. See A.6 about how to determine the winner of a round robin event. 

(b) Consolation matches may be waived at the discretion of the tournament director, but this waiver must be in writing on the tournament application. 

(c) Preliminary consolation matches will be two of three games to 11 points. Semifinal and final matches will follow the regular scoring format. 

A.3 SCHEDULING 
(a) Preliminary Matches. If contestants are entered in more than one division, it is likely that they will be required to play several times on the same day with little rest between matches. This is a risk assumed on entering multiple categories of play. If possible, schedules should provide at least one (1) hour of rest between matches. 

(b) Final Matches. Where the possibility exists of one or more players reaching the finals in multiple divisions, it is recommended that these matches be scheduled several hours apart to assure more rest between the final matches. If this is not possible, it is recommended that a singles final be scheduled before any doubles final, and that at least one (1) hour of rest be allowed between matches. 

(c) Conflicts. If a player reaches the finals of two divisions that are scheduled within the same hour, that player should be given the option of choosing which final is to be played first. 

A.4 NOTICE OF MATCHES 
After the first round of matches, it is the responsibility of each player to check the posted schedules to determine the time and place of each subsequent match. If any change is made in the schedule after posting, it shall be the duty of the tournament director to notify the players of the change. 

A.5 FINISHES 
Finalists must play off for first and second place, or determine a winner by some mutually acceptable method. Semi-finalists are not required to play off for third place. However, if one semifinalist wishes to play off and the other does not, the one willing to play shall be awarded third place. 

A.6 ROUND ROBIN SCORING 
The final positions of players or teams in round robin competition is determined by the following sequence: 

a. Winner of the most matches; 

b. In a two-way tie, winner of the head to head match; 

c. In a tie of three or more, the player who lost the fewest games is awarded the highest position. 

1. If a two-way tie remains, the winner of the head to head match is awarded the higher position. 

2. If a multiple tie remains, the total "points scored against" each player in all matches will be tabulated and the player who had the least "points scored against" them is awarded the highest position. 

Note: Forfeits will count as a match won in two games. In cases where "points scored against" is the tiebreaker, the points scored by the forfeiting team will be discounted from consideration of "points scored against" all teams.

A.7 COURT ASSIGNMENTS 
In all USAR sanctioned tournaments, the tournament director and/or USAR official in attendance may decide on a change of court after the completion of any tournament game, if such a change will accommodate better spectator conditions. 

A.8 TOURNAMENT CONDUCT 
In all USAR sanctioned tournaments, the referee is empowered to forfeit a match, if the conduct of a player or team is considered detrimental to the tournament and the game. See B.5 (d) and (e). 

A.9 SPECTATOR CONDUCT 
In the event of disruptive or threatening behavior on the part of any spectator, relative, parent, guardian, or coach at any USAR sanctioned event, the referee is empowered to address a first offense by enforcing sanction #1 detailed below. For additional infractions, the tournament director, or USAR official in attendance, either of their own accord or at the request of the referee, is empowered to enforce sanctions #2 and #3 as warranted. 

1. For the first offense: violator may watch, but not speak, while the athlete’s match is being played. 

2. For the second offense: violator may not watch the athlete’s match, but may remain within the building. 

3. For the third offense: violator will be removed from the club for the duration of the tournament, and pertinent authorities advised of the restriction. If a given situation so warrants, the tournament director or USAR official may invoke this sanction immediately and without previous offenses in the interest of safety.

B -- OFFICIATING 

B.1 TOURNAMENT MANAGEMENT 
All USAR sanctioned tournaments shall be managed by a tournament director, who shall designate the officials. 

B.2 RULES COMMITTEE 
The tournament director should appoint a tournament rules committee to resolve any disputes that the referee, tournament desk, or tournament director cannot resolve. The committee, composed of an odd number of persons, may include state or national officials, or other qualified individuals in attendance that are prepared to meet on short notice. The tournament director should not be a member of this committee. 

B.3 REFEREE APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL 
The principal official for every match shall be the referee who has been designated by the tournament director, or a designated representative, and who has been agreed upon by all participants in the match. The referee's authority regarding a match begins once the players are called to the court. The referee may be removed from a match upon the agreement of all participants (teams in doubles) or at the discretion of the tournament director or the designated representative. In the event that a referee's removal is requested by one player or team and not agreed to by the other, the tournament director or the designated representative may accept or reject the request. It is suggested that the match be observed before determining what, if any, action is to be taken. In addition, two line judges and a scorekeeper may also be designated to assist the referee in officiating the match. 

B.4 RULES BRIEFING 
Before all tournaments, all officials and players shall be briefed on rules as well as local court hinders, regulations, and modifications the tournament director wishes to impose. The briefing should be reduced to writing. The current USAR rules will apply and be made available. Any modifications the tournament director wishes to impose must be stated on the entry form and be available to all players at registration. 

B.5 REFEREES 
(a) Pre Match Duties. Before each match begins, it shall be the duty of the referee to: 

1. Check on adequacy of preparation of court with respect to cleanliness, lighting, and temperature. 

2. Check on availability and suitability of materials to include balls, towels, scorecards, pencils, and timepiece necessary for the match. 

3. Check the readiness and qualifications of the line judges and scorekeeper. Review appeal procedures and instruct them of their duties, rules, and local regulations.

4. Go onto the court to make introductions; brief the players on court hinders (both designated and undesignated); identify any out-of-play areas [see rule 2.1(a)]; discuss local regulations and rule modifications for this tournament; and explain often-misinterpreted rules. 

5. Inspect players' equipment; identify the line judges; verify selection of a primary and alternate ball. 

6. Toss coin and offer the winner the choice of serving or receiving. 

(b) Decisions. During the match, the referee shall make all decisions with regard to the rules. Where line judges are used, the referee shall announce all final judgments. If both players in singles and three out of four in a doubles match disagree with a call made by the referee, the referee is overruled, with the exception of technical fouls and forfeitures. 

(c) Protests. Any decision not involving the judgment of the referee will, on protest, be accorded due process as set forth in the constitution of the USAR. For the purposes of rendering a prompt decision regarding protests filed during the course of an ongoing tournament, the stages of due process will be: first to the tournament desk, then to the tournament director, and finally to the tournament rules committee. In those instances when time permits, the protest may be elevated to the state association or, when appropriate, to the national level as called for in the USAR constitution. 

(d) Forfeitures. A match may be forfeited by the referee when: 1. Any player refuses to abide by the referee's decision or engages in unsportsmanlike conduct. 2. Any player or team who fails to report to play 10 minutes after the match has been scheduled to play. (The tournament director may permit a longer delay if circumstances warrant such a decision.) 3. A game will be forfeited by the referee for using an illegal racquet as specified in Rule 2.4(e). 

(e) Defaults. A player or team may be forfeited by the tournament director or official for failure to comply with the tournament or host facility's rules while on the premises between matches, or for abuse of hospitality, locker room, or other rules and procedures. 

(f) Spectators. The referee shall have jurisdiction over the spectators, as well as the players, while the match is in progress. 

(g) Other Rulings. The referee may rule on all matters not covered in the USAR Official Rules. However, the referee's ruling is subject to protest as described in B.5 (c). 

B.6 LINE JUDGES 
(a) When Utilized. Two line judges should be used for semifinal and final matches, when requested by a player or team, or when the referee or tournament director so desires. However, the use of line judges is subject to availability and the discretion of the tournament director. 

(b) Replacing Line Judges. If any player objects to a person serving as a line judge before the match begins, all reasonable effort shall be made to find a replacement acceptable to the officials and players. If a player objects after the match begins, any replacement shall be at the discretion of the referee and/or tournament director. 

(c) Position of Line Judges. The players and referee shall designate the court location of the line judges. The tournament director shall settle any dispute. 

(d) Duties and Responsibilities. Line judges are designated to help decide appeals. In the event of an appeal, and after a very brief explanation of the appeal by the referee, the line judges must indicate their opinion of the referee's call. 

(e) Signals. Line judges should extend their arm and signal as follows: (i) thumb up to show agreement with the referee's call, (ii) thumb down to show disagreement, and (iii) hand open with palm facing down to indicate "no opinion" or that the play in question wasn't seen. 

(f) Manner of Response. Line judges should be careful not to signal until the referee announces the appeal and asks for a ruling. In responding to the referee's request, line judges should not look at each other, but indicate their opinions simultaneously in clear view of the players and referee. If at any time a line judge is unsure of which call is being appealed or what the referee's call was, the line judge should ask the referee to repeat the call and the appeal. 

(g) Result of Response. The referee's call stands if at least one line judge agrees with the referee or if neither line judge has an opinion. If both line judges disagree with the referee, the referee must reverse the call. If one line judge disagrees with the referee and the other signals no opinion, the rally is replayed. Any replays, with the exception of appeals on the second serve itself, will result in resumption of play at first serve. 

B.7 APPEALS 
(a) Appealable Calls and Non Calls. In any match using line judges, a player may appeal any call or non-call by the referee, except for a technical foul or forfeiture. 

(b) How to Appeal. A verbal appeal by a player must be made directly to the referee immediately after the rally has ended. A player who believes there is an infraction to appeal, should bring it to the attention of the referee and line judges by raising the non racquet hand at the time the perceived infraction occurs. The player is obligated to continue to play until the rally has ended or the referee stops play. The referee will recognize a player's appeal only if it is made before that player leaves the court for any reason including timeouts and game ending rallies or, if that player doesn't leave the court, before the next serve begins. 

(c) Loss of Appeal. A player or team forfeits its right of appeal for that rally if the appeal is made directly to the line judges or, if the appeal is made after an excessive demonstration or complaint. 

(d) Limit on Appeals. A player or team can make three appeals per game. However, if either line judge disagrees (thumb down) with the referee's call, that appeal will not count against the three appeal limit. In addition, a potential game ending rally may be appealed without charge against the limit--even if the three appeal limit has been reached. 

B.8 OUTCOME OF APPEALS 
Everything except technical fouls and forfeitures can be appealed. The following outcomes cover several of the most common types of appeal, but not all possible appeals could be addressed. Therefore, referee's discretion and common sense should govern the outcomes of those appeals that are not covered herein: 

(a) Skip Ball. If the referee makes a call of "skip ball," and the call is reversed, the referee then must decide if the shot in question could have been returned had play continued. If, in the opinion of the referee, the shot could have been returned, the rally shall be replayed. However, if the shot was not retrievable, the side that hit the shot in question is declared the winner of the rally. If the referee makes no call on a shot (thereby indicating that the shot did not skip), an appeal may be made that the shot skipped. If the "no call" is reversed, the side that hit the shot in question loses the rally.

(b) Fault Serve. If the referee makes a call of fault serve and the call is reversed, the serve is replayed – unless the referee considered the serve to have been irretrievable, in which case a point is awarded to the server. If an appeal is made because the referee makes no call on a serve (thereby indicating that the serve was good) and the "no call" is reversed, the result will be a fault serve. 

(c) Out Serve. If the referee calls an "out serve", and the call is reversed, the serve will be replayed, unless the serve was obviously a fault too, in which case the call becomes fault serve. However, if the call is reversed and the serve was considered an ace, a point will be awarded. Also, if the referee makes no call on a serve--thereby indicating that the serve was good--but the "no call" is reversed, it results in an immediate loss of serve. 

(d) Double Bounce Pickup. If the referee makes a call of two bounces, and the call is reversed, the rally is replayed, except if the player against whom the call was made hit a shot that could not have been retrieved, then that player wins the rally. (Before awarding a rally in this situation, the referee must be certain that the shot would not have been retrieved even if play had not been halted.) If an appeal is made because the referee makes no call thereby indicating that the get was not two bounces, and the "no call" is reversed, the player who made the two-bounce pickup is declared the loser of the rally. 

(e) Receiving Line Violation (Encroachment). If the referee makes a call of encroachment, but the call is overturned, the serve shall be replayed unless the return was deemed irretrievable in which case a sideout (or possibly a handout in doubles) should be called. When an appeal is made because the referee made no call, and the appeal is successful, the server is awarded a point. 

(f) Court Hinder. If the referee makes a call of court hinder during a rally or return of serve, the rally is replayed. If the referee makes no call and a player feels that a court hinder occurred, that player may appeal. If the appeal is successful, the rally will be replayed. If a court hinder occurs on a second serve, play resumes at second serve. 

B.9 RULE INTERPRETATIONS 
If a player feels the referee has interpreted the rules incorrectly, the player may require the referee or tournament director to cite the applicable rule in the rulebook. Having discovered a misapplication or misinterpretation, the official must correct the error by replaying the rally, awarding the point, calling “Sideout”, or taking other corrective measures. 

C -- ELIGIBILITY AND NATIONAL EVENTS 
C.1 ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible to compete in any USAR sanctioned event, a player must only be a valid, registered member of USA Racquetball 

C.2 WAIVER & RELEASE 
Athletic Waiver and Release of Liability: In consideration of being allowed to participate in any USA Racquetball athletics/sports programs, and related events and activities, all member signatories: 

1. Agree that prior to participating, they will inspect the facilities and equipment to be used, and if they believe anything is unsafe, they will immediately advise their coach, supervisor, or USAR personnel of such condition(s) and refuse to participate. 

2. Acknowledge and fully understand that each participant will be engaging in activities that involve risk of serious injury, including permanent disability and death, and severe social and economic losses which might result not only from their own actions, inaction, or negligence but the actions, inaction, or negligence of others, the rules of play, or the condition of the premises or of any equipment used. Further, that there may be other risks not known to us or not reasonably foreseeable at this time. 

3. Assume all the foregoing risks and accept personal responsibility for the damages following such injury, permanent disability, or death. 

4. Release, waive, discharge and covenant not to sue the USA Racquetball, its affiliated clubs, regional sports organizations, their respective administrators, directors, agents, coaches, and other employees of the organization, other participants, sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and, if applicable, owners and lessees of premises used to conduct the event, all of which are hereinafter referred to as “releasees” from any and all liability to the signator on the opposite side of this form, his or her heirs and next of kin for any and all claims, demands, losses or damages on account of injury including death or damage to property, caused or alleged to be caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the release of otherwise. 

C.3 RECOGNIZED DIVISIONS 
Title opportunities at national championships will be selected from the division lists that follow. Combined Age + Skill divisions may also be offered to provide additional competitive opportunities for non open entrants. For ranking consistency, state organizations are encouraged to select from these recognized divisions when establishing competition in all sanctioned events. 

(a) Open Division. Any eligible player, as defined in C.1. 

(b) Adult Age Divisions. Eligibility is determined by the player’s age on the first day of the tournament that anyone begins playing in that division. Divisions are: 

24 & under Varsity 

25+ Junior Veterans 

30+ Veterans 

35+ Seniors 

40+ Veteran Seniors 

45+ Masters 

50+ Veteran Masters 

55+ Golden Masters 

60+ Veteran Golden Masters 

65+ Senior Golden Masters 

70+ Advanced Golden Masters 

75+ Super Golden Masters 

80+ Grand Masters 

85+ Super Grand Masters 

(c) Junior Age Divisions. 
Player eligibility is determined by the player’s age on January 1st of the current calendar year. Divisions are: 

18 & Under 

16 & Under 

14 & Under 

12 & Under 

10 & Under 

8 & Under (regular rules) 

8 & Under (multi bounce rules) 

6 & Under (multi bounce rules) 

(d) Skill Divisions. Player eligibility is determined by AmPRO skill level certification or verification by a state association official, at the entered level. Elite [Open level drop-down] A B C D Novice 

(e) Age + Skill Divisions. Player eligibility is determined by the player's age on the first day of the tournament, plus AmPRO skill level certification, or verification by a state association official, at the entered level. Such combinations may be offered as additional competition to players who do not fall into the "open" or designated skill levels of play. For example:

 24 A/B 

30+ B 

35+ C/D 

40+ A 

65 + A/B 

etc. 

C.4 COMPETITION BY GENDER 
Men and women may compete only in events and divisions for their respective gender during regional and national tournaments. If there is not sufficient number of players to warrant play in a specific division, the tournament director may place the entrants in a comparably competitive division.

Note: For the purpose of encouraging the development of women's racquetball, the governing bodies of numerous states permit women to play in men's divisions when a comparable skill level is not available in the women's divisions.

 C.5 USAR REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(a) Adult Regional Tournaments 

1. Regional tournaments will be conducted at various metropolitan sites designated annually by the USAR and players may compete at any site they choose. 

2. A person may compete in any number of adult regional tournaments, but may not enter a championship division (as listed in C.4) after having won that division at a previous adult regional tournament that same year. 

3. A person cannot participate in more than two championship events at a regional tournament. 

4. Any awards or remuneration to a USAR National Championship will be posted on the entry blank. 

(b) Junior Regional Tournaments. Separate regional qualifying events for juniors have been discontinued. In order to qualify for annual Junior National events, players must compete in a sanctioned Level Three State Championship. 

C.6 U.S. NATIONAL SINGLES AND DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The U.S. National Singles and Doubles Tournaments are separate tournaments and are played on different dates. National Singles are traditionally held in May; National Doubles in October. 

(a) Competition in an Adult Regional singles tournament (or recognized qualifying event) is required to qualify for the National Singles Championship.  Recognized qualifying events are: WSMA Championships (January); NMRA Singles Championships (February); World Intercollegiate Championships (April). 

(b) The National Tournament Director may handle the rating of each region and determine how many players shall qualify from each regional tournament. 

C.7 U.S. NATIONAL JUNIOR OLYMPIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
It will be conducted on a different date than all other National Championships. Traditionally held in June. 

C.8 U.S. NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
It will be conducted on a different date than all other National Championships. Traditionally held in March. 

C.9 IRF WORLD INTERCOLLEGIATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
It will be conducted on a different date than all other National Championships. Traditionally held in April. 

C.10 U.S. OPEN RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
It will be conducted on a different date than all other National Championships, and include both pro and USAR competitive divisions. Traditionally held in November.

D -- PROCEDURES 
D.1 RULE CHANGE PROCEDURES
To ensure the orderly growth of racquetball, the USAR has established specific procedures that are followed before a major change is made to the rules of the game.

NOTE: Changes to rules and regulations in Sections 1 through 10 must adhere to published rule change procedures. Remaining sections may be altered by vote of the USAR Board of Directors*. 

(a) Rule change proposals must be submitted in writing to the USAR National Office by June 1st. 

(b) The USAR Board of Directors will review all proposals at its Fall board meeting and determine which will be considered. 

(c) Selected proposals will appear in RACQUETBALL Magazine -- the official USAR publication -- as soon as possible after the Fall meeting for comment by the general membership. 

(d) After reviewing membership input and the recommendations of the National Rules Committee and National Rules Commissioner, the proposals are discussed and voted upon at the annual Board of Directors meeting in May. 

(e) Changes approved in May become effective on September 1st. Exception: changes in racquet specifications become effective 2 years later on September 1st. 

(f) Proposed rules that are considered for adoption in one year, but are not approved by the Board of Directors in May of that year, will not be considered for adoption the following year. 

* The following policies & procedures segments are subject to stated rule change procedures outlined in D.1: 

A.6 Round Robin Scoring 

A.8 Tournament Conduct 

B.5 (d g) Forfeitures, Defaults ... 

B.6 Line Judges 

B.7 Appeals 

B.8 Outcome of Appeals
